




Thank you 
to our 2009 

Dinner & Raffle 
“Gold Level” 

Sponsors!

Erie Insurance Grants 
L’Arche Erie $25,000
Erie Insurance recently generously 
granted L’Arche Erie $25,000 for the 
purchase of a new van. With our core 
members getting older and many of 
our vans deteriorating because of use, it 
was the perfect time to receive these 
monies. The grant bought Heart’s Garden 
a new van.

38th Anniversary Celebration    Paul DeSante, Board Member

L’ARCHE Wish List: 
Small Appliances 

Volunteers to Wash Our Vans 
Dining Room Set 
Silverware Sets

100% Board Support    Colleen Stumpf, Board President

L’Arche Erie would not be the community that 
it is without the love of our core members, the 
dedication of our staff, and the support of our 
volunteers. While all of these people deserve to be 
recognized for their constant efforts, I especially 
want to thank the members of the Board of Directors. 
Not only have the Board members given of their 
time and talent, they have also all contributed to 
the financial well-being of L’Arche Erie in 2009. This 
participation by the Board will be beneficial to 
L’Arche this year as our Development Director 
continues to explore various grants for the 
organization. Many grant applications ask if 
all Board members provide financial support, and 
this 100% participation by the Board is an 
advantage for L’Arche in the application process. 
Thank you again to the members of the Board of 
Directors of L’Arche Erie for sharing all of your gifts!

Celebrating life and people 
and God’s blessings are 
at the very heart of the 
L’Arche spirit worldwide. In 
fact, if L’Arche Erie had a 
middle name, it surely would be 
CELEBRATION!

This was apparent once again on March 21 when 
the Erie L’Arche community held the annual 
celebration of members’ milestone anniversaries 
in the spacious gathering space at the Hearth 
(West 12th St.). Core members, assistants, and other 
staff were recognized for 5, 10, 15, and 25 years 
of belonging to and being nurtured by the community. 
In the quarter century group were Mary Therese 
Fahrs, Connie Reinwald, and Dana Lee Tanner. 
Community leader Vicki Washek presented each 
honoree with a small memento of the occasion.

Because the L’Arche experience so often involves a 
personal transformation, these anniversaries are 
frequently regarded as a “second birthday.” A 
beautiful way of highlighting this is the tradition 
of having each honoree choose someone to speak 
briefly to the gathering about their gifts and/or a 
poignant memory.

The program also included prayer and song, 
followed by dinner. All present received a copy of a 
prayer composed by the late Sr. Barbara Karsznia in 
her last illness, reflecting her faithful acceptance of 
God’s will.
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We’d like to start emailing more 
newsletters than we mail. If you
would prefer to receive our 
newsletter via email, please 
sign up at www. larcheerie.org

Please let us know if you’d like to 
be removed from our mailing list. 
Email jason@larcheerie.org 
or call 814-452-2065

3745 W. 12th St.  •  Erie, PA 16505 
814-452-2065  •  www.larcheerie.org

L’Arche Erie Raffle and Dinner Preview
This is the fourth year for our annual 
L’Arche Erie Dinner and Raffle. We 
continue to get better at throwing this 
party, and we wanted to give everyone 
a sneak preview of what to expect at 
this year’s event.

This year, the Dinner will be held on 
October 22. We will again be at the 
Ambassador Conference Center on 
upper Peach St. The Ambassador 
has continued to amaze us with their 
service and menu options. This year’s 
event falls on a Friday, which is a 
good way to start the weekend and also 
give the busy ones among us a free 
weekend evening.

We are incorporating an award into 
the Dinner. More details of this will be 
announced.

We have also decided to draw the 
first 100 Reverse Raffle numbers 
silently while dinner is being served 
and enjoyed. This should help to 
streamline the evening.

We have identified an amazing 
speaker and are waiting for 
confirmation.  You can, of course, 
expect the same great baskets and 
people at this year’s event!

We look forward to seeing you all 
and getting a chance to celebrate 
L’Arche Erie together!

Our 4th Annual 
Dinner & Raffle Artwork

by Mary Smolinsky

7792 Peach St. • Erie, PA

SAVE
THE 
DATE

Friday,
October 22

visit us at www.larcheerie.org




